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Partial Genealogy of the Oppenheimers
(of New York)

Main Political Affiliation:
1763-83  
1789-1823  

 1824-33
1834-53  
1854- Republican & Socialist

Benjamin Pinhas Oppenheimer
(1836-at least 1911); (Jewish); (peasant farmer/grain merchant)

(of Hanau, Hessen, Germany)
= Babette Rothfeld

(1830s/40s?-at least 1880s)

Julius S. Oppenheimer I
(1871-1937)

(Emigrated from Hanau, Hessen, Germany to New York City, 1888); (Rothfeld, Stern & Co.; textile importers)
= Ella Friedman of Baltimore MD (1869-at least 1929)

(painter/artist/teacher)
(father from Bavaria, Germany)

2 Sons

5 Others

Dr. Julius Robert Oppenheimer II
(1904-67); (PhD/physics)

(born NYC); (professor, University of California Berkeley, 1928-47); (inherited $300,000, 1937)
(WWII; Manhattan Project at Los Alamos, New Mexico to develop atomic bomb; Scientific Director, 1942-45)

(Chairman, General Advisory Committee, US Atomic Energy Commission, 1946-53;
supporter of arms control; opponent of development of Hydrogen Bomb until 1951)

(director, Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton University in New Jersey, 1957-; also professor)
(lost security clearance, 1954, because of associations with Communists and suspected Communist Party membership;

pre-WWII was a Socialist and self-described fellow traveler in sympathy with many Communist ideals)
(Enrico Fermi Award, 1963)

= Katherine "Kitty" Puening (1910-72)
(emigrated from Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany)

(3 previous husbands)
2 Children


