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Partial Genealogy of the Childresses
(of Tennessee & Texas)

Sarah Childress
(1803-91)

= James Knox Polk
(1795-1849); (Democrat)

(TN house, 1823-25)
(US House, 1825-39)

(Governor of Tennessee, 1839-41)
(11th US President, 1845-49)

Abraham Childers II
(1655-98)

Philemon Childers
(1655-1718)

6 Others

1 Son

= Anne Jane Howard
(1622-81)

Abraham Childers I
(1622-79)

= Anne Ramsden
(1604-1700)

William Childers II
(1599-1649)

(Emigrated from Cantley, Yorkshire, England to Jamestown, Virginia)

See Polk of TN
Genealogy

Part I

= Anne Pew
(1655-1714)

Henry Childers I
(1675-1727); (planter)

4 Sons 4 Sons

4 Sons= Lucretia Jones
(1680s?-at least 1705)

Henry Childers II
(1705-61); (planter)

5 Others

= Mary Farmer
(1710s?-at least 1740)

John Childers/Childress I
(1735-1814)

(born VA); (moved to North Carolina, 1771, then Tennessee, 1789)

3 Others

= Nancy Ann Hickman
(1755?-1840)

John Childers/Childress II
(1773-at least 1834); (lawyer/wealth land owner)

(built Rokely mansion); (friend of Andrew Jackson)
(US Marshall for west TN); (Nashville TN justice)

10 Others

8 Others

2 Daughters1 Son

= Elizabeth Robertson (1783-1822)
(daughter of Col. Elijah Robertson, 1744-97,

NC legislature)

George Campbell Childress
(1804-41); (lawyer)

(editor, Nashville Banner & Advertiser); (moved to Texas)
(TX Republic convention, 1836;

author/signer TX declaration of independence)
= Rebecca Jennings

(1810s?-at least 1839)
Margaret L. Vance =

(1808?-36)

= ????
(1670s?-1742)

William Childers I
(1690-1726)

= Elizabeth Hobson (1690-1753)

1 SonWilliam Burton Childers II
(1708-

= ???? (1710s?-at least 1734)

2 Others

8 Children 1 Son

5 Others

John Childers/Childress
(1730-97)

= Mary Polly Kirby
(1755-1801)

Robert Childers/Childress
(1734-94)

(moved to North Carolina,
then South Carolina)

= ????
(????)

Col. Joel Childress
(1777-1819)

(US Postmaster at Murfreesboro TN, 1812-17); (merchant/tavern/planter/land speculator)
 (Murfreesboro, Tennessee commissioner, 1813); (director, Murfreesboro Merchant Bank)

= Elizabeth Whitsett
(1781-1863)

Rachel Perkins =
(1737-at least 1765)

Mary Evans =
(1656-at least 1681)

= John Catron II
(1791-1865); (Dem); (lawyer)

(born Grayson co. VA)
(moved to Kentucky with father, 1804)

(moved to Tennessee, 1812)
(War of 1812/New Orleans)

(TN supreme court, 1824-34;
chief justice, 1830-34; tried to outlaw dueling)

(US Supreme Court, 1837-65)
(supported slavery but opposed secession)

Matilda Fountain Childress
(1803-at least 1860)

See Catron of TN
Genealogy

Curtis Childress
(1808-at least 1850); (farmer)

(born North Carolina); (moved to Tennessee)
= Elizabeth ???? of VA

(1809-at least 1850)

10 Others

?

= Maj. Gen. John Calvin Brown
(1827-89); (Whig/Confed/Dem); (lawyer)

(Confederate general)
 (Governor of Tennessee, 1871-75)

(president, Texas Pacific Railway Co., 1888;
of Tennessee Coal & Iron Co., 1889)

Elizabeth Bettie Childress
(1843-at least 1880)

See Brown of TN
Genealogy

Part II

Main Political Affiliation:
1763-83 Whig/Revolutionary
1789-1823 Republican
1824-33 Democrat Republican 
1834-53 Democrat 
1854-  


